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for the past three years as part of a 
“character and conduct” review, 
because shooters have sometimes 
dropped hints of violence online before 
they opened fire on people. 

In Rochester, Monroe County 
Sheriff Todd Baxter said it currently 
takes two to four hours to perform a 


New Jersey required people to 
get training before receiving a permit 
and would require new residents to 
register guns brought in from out of 
state. 

Hawaii, which has the nation’s 
lowest number of gun deaths, is 
weighing its options. Since the 


September 2022 


All persons are by nature free and independent, and have certain natural and unalienable rights, among which are those of 
enjoying and defending life and liberty, of acquiring, possessing, and protecting property, and of pursuing and obtaining safety 
-- Article 1, Section 1, New Jersey State Constitution 


and happiness. 


NY to restrict gun carrying 


after Supreme Court ruling 

NEW YORK (AP) — Amid the 
bright lights of New York's Times 
Square, city authorities are posting 
signs proclaiming the bustling 
crossroads a “Gun Free Zone.” 

The tourist attraction is one of 
scores of “sensitive” places —including 
parks, subways, churches, theaters 
and amusement parks — that will be off 
limits for guns under a sweeping new 
state law going into effect Thursday. 
The measure, passed after a U.S. 
Supreme Court decision in June 
expanded gun rights, also sets stringent 
standards for issuing concealed carry 
permits. 

NY is among a half-dozen 
states that had key provisions of its gun 
laws invalidated by the high court 
because of a requirement for applicants 
to prove they had “proper cause” for a 
permit. Gov. Kathy Hochul said 
Democrats took action because the 
ruling “destroyed the ability for a 
governor to be able to protect her 
citizens from people who carry 
concealed weapons anywhere they 
choose.” 

The law has led to confusion 
and court challenges from gun owners 
who say it improperly limits their 
constitutional rights. 

“They seem to be designed 
less towards addressing gun violence 
and more towards simply preventing 
people from getting guns — even if 
those people’ are law-abiding, 
upstanding citizens, who according to 
the Supreme Court have the rights to 
have them,” said Jonathan Corbett, a 
permit applicant who is challenging the 
law in court. 

Under the law, applicants for a 
concealed carry permit will have to 
complete 16 hours of classroom 
training and two hours of live-fire 
exercises. 

Applicants also will have to 
provide a list of social media accounts 


pistol permit background check on a 
“clean” candidate. He estimates the 
new law will add another one to three 
hours for each permit. The county has 
about 600 pending pistol permits. 

In the Mohawk Valley, Fulton 
County Sheriff Richard C. Giardino 
said, “It says three years’ worth of your 
social media. We’re not going to print 
out three years of social media posts by 
everybody. If you look at my Facebook, 
| send out six or 10 things a day.” 

Advocates say it will make it 
difficult for people with permits to move 
about in public. People carrying a gun 
could go into private business only with 
permission, such as a sign posted on 
the window. 

Giardino has already started 
giving out signs to local businesses 
saying people can carry legal firearms 
on the premises. Jennifer Elson, who 
owns a diner in Amsterdam, said she 
put up the sheriff's sign, along with one 
of her own readings in part “per our 
governor, we have to post this 
nonsense. If you are a law-abiding 
citizen who obtained a legal permit to 
carry, you are welcome here.” 

One lawsuit argued the rules 
make it hard for license holders to leave 
home without violating the law. A 
federal judge is expected to rule soon 
on a motion challenging multiple 
provisions of the law, which was filed on 
behalf of a Schenectady resident who 
holds a license to carry. 

The Supreme Court ruling 
also led to a flurry of legislation in 
California to tighten rules on gun 
ownership, including a new law that 
could hold gun _ dealers and 
manufacturers responsible for any 
harm caused by anyone they have 
“reasonable cause to believe is at 
substantial risk” of using a gun illegally. 

Massachusetts Gov. Charlie 
Baker signed into law a measure that 
would require gun permit applicants to 
undergo personal interviews with a 
licensing authority. 


Supreme Court's ruling, the state has 
only granted one new gun permit. 

While NY does not keep 
statewide data on _ pistol permit 
applications, there are reports of long 
lines at county clerks' office and other 
evidence of a surge in applications 
before the law takes effect. 

In the Mohawk Valley, Pine 
Tree Rifle Club President Paul Catucci 
said interest in the club's volunteer-run 
safety courses “blew right up” late this 
summer. 

“| had to turn hundreds of them 
away,” he said. -- AP August 30, 
2022 


Former NYPD officer gets 10 
years in longest U.S. Capitol 


sentence 

(Reuters) - Former New York 
City police officer Thomas Webster, 
who assaulted police in the Jan. 6, 
2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol, was 
sentenced on Thursday to 10 years in 
prison, the longest sentence yet 
handed down in a case related to the 
attack. 

Webster was found guilty of 
assaulting a Washington police officer 
during the riot at the Capitol by 
supporters of then-President Donald 
Trump. 

A federal jury in the District of 
Columbia had rejected arguments that 
Webster was acting in self-defense 
when he struck the officer with a 
flagpole and tackled him. 

"| too wish you had stayed at 
home in New York ... that you had not 
come out to the Capitol that day, 
because all of us would be far better off. 
Not just you ... your family ... the 
country," U.S. District Judge Amit 
Mehta was quoted as saying by CBS 
News. 

Webster was also sentenced 
to three years of supervised release. 

Prosecutors had 
recommended a prison sentence of 17 
years and six months while the court's 


probation department recommended a 
10-year prison sentence. The judge 
was not bound by those 
recommendations. 

Webster's lawyer, — while 
arguing for a shorter sentence, had said 
his client had been under "an 
extraordinary amount of influence" from 
Trump's election falsehoods. 
— September 1, 2022 


U.S. Army approves order for 
thousands of Microsoft 


combat goggles 

LONDON — The U.S. Army has 
approved an order to buy 5,000 HoloLens 
combat goggles made by Microsoft — 
years after employees demanded the 
company cancel its contract. 

Bloomberg reported = on 
Thursday that Microsoft would begin to 
deliver some of the goggles after 
“encouraging results from testing in the 
field.” 

The order was placed in March 
2021 but had been put on hold over 
concerns about their performance. Douglas 
Bush, Army assistant secretary for 
acquisition. cleared the Army to begin 
accepting the new technology. 

The augmented reality goggles, 
or Integrated Visual Augmentation System 
(IVAS), is a customized version of the 
HoloLens goggles that give the user a 
“heads-up display” — meaning that a 
hologram is placed over their environment, 
giving them more information about what 
they can already see. 

A final test on the goggles is not 
expected until October, but Bush said: “The 
Army remains confident that the program 
will succeed.” 

The HoloLens goggles are 
commercially available for $3,500 per set. 
The goggles are used by NASA and in a 
number of industries, including health care. 

Microsoft and the Army 
brokered the deal in 2018. Months later 
in 2019, a group of Microsoft employees 
called on the company to cancel the 
contract, saying that the company had failed 
to inform the engineers of “the intent of the 
software they are building.” 

“We are alarmed that Microsoft is 
working to provide weapons technology to 
the U.S. Military, helping one country’s 
government ‘increase lethality’ using tools 
we built,” the workers wrote. “We did not 
sign up to develop weapons, and we 
demand a say in how our work is used.” 

CEO Brad Smith replied in a 
blog post saying that the company believes 
in “the strong defense of the United States” 
and that it wants the people “who defend it 
to have access to the nation’s best 
technology.” -- Yahoo News September 2, 
2022 


Judge bars ‘Cowboys for 
Trump’ founder from public 


office over Jan. 6 

A New Mexico state court 
judge ruled Thursday that the founder 
of the group "Cowboys for Trump" must 
be removed from his post as an Otero 
County commissioner due to his 
participation in the Jan. 6, 2021, assault 
on the U.S. Capitol. 

Judge Francis Mathew 
ordered Couy Griffin to be stripped of 
his position and permanently prohibited 
him from seeking or holding any federal 
or state position. Mathew said Griffin is 
barred from public office under the 14th 
Amendment because he "engaged in" 
the Jan. 6 insurrection and became 
disqualified from serving in federal or 
state elected positions the day he 
participated in the Capitol assault. 

The 14th Amendment, Section 
3 states that "no person shall be a 
senator or representative in Congress" 
or "hold any office, civil or military" if 
they, after having taken an oath to 
support the Constitution, “engaged in 
insurrection or rebellion against the 
same, or given aid or comfort to the 
enemies thereof." The provision was 
originally meant to bar members of the 
Confederacy from holding office after 
the Civil War. 

Griffin was convicted of 
illegally entering restricted U.S. Capitol 
grounds on Jan. 6 and sentenced to 14 
days in jail and one year of supervised 
release. He was also required to pay a 
$3,000 fine and complete 60 hours of 
community service. 

Tuesday's ruling stemmed 
from a lawsuit filed by a group of New 
Mexico residents. New Mexico law 
allows any private citizen of the state to 
file a lawsuit to remove a person who 
unlawfully holds public office there, and 
they argued Griffin is disqualified from 
federal and state office under the 14th 
Amendment due to his engagement in 
the Jan. 6 assault on the Capitol and 
related events. 

Mathew mapped out Griffin's 
actions in the run-up to and during the 
Jan. 6 attack, and said he and Cowboys 
for Trump played a "key role" in the 
"Stop the Steal" movement, 
participating in rallies and amplifying 
baseless claims that the 2020 
presidential election was stolen. 

After examining the events of 
Jan. 6 and Griffin's actions, Mathew 
deemed the attack on the Capitol an 
insurrection and concluded Griffin 
engaged in it. 

The ruling marks the first time 
in more than 150 years that a court has 
disqualified a public official under the 


14th Amendment and the first time any 
court has found the events of Jan. 6 
were an insurrection, according to the 
residents group. The 14th 
Amendment was ratified in 1868 after 
the Civil War to keep former 
Confederate officers and officials from 
holding office again unless they 
received permission from Congress to 
do so.—CBS News September 6, 
2022 


S & W’s sales plunge to 
lowest level in 13 years, 


stock falls toward 2-year low 

Smith & Wesson Brands Inc. 
reported its lowest quarterly gun sales 
total in more than 13 years Thursday. 

S & W reported fiscal first- 
quarter net income of $3.3 million, or 7 
cents a share, on sales of $84.4 million, 
down 69.3% from $274.6 million a year 
ago. 

S & W Chief Executive Mark 
Smith laid the blame for the big revenue 
miss on a decline in demand for guns 
late in 2021 and early in 2022. 

Three months ago, during the 
company’s fourth-quarter earnings call, 
Smith said S & W faced higher costs for 
materials, transportation and labor, but 
that enthusiasm for shooting sports was 
still solid. 

CFO Deana McPherson said 
she expected demand to pick up in the 
second quarter due to the hunting 
season. 

FBI NICS background checks 
— aproxy for gun demand — are down 
so far this year when compared with 
last year. 

S & W shares have declined 
24.6% so far this year, as the S&P 500 
index has fallen 16.5%. = 
MarketWatch September 8, 2022 


Teen shoots two men during 


Texas home invasion 

A 17-year-old was at a 
Channelview, Texas, residence when 
three armed men wearing masks forced 
their way into the home. The teen 
subsequently grabbed a shotgun and 
killed two of them, authorities said. 

Another 17-year-old, a 12- 
year-old and an adult woman were also 
in the home during the Friday night 
incident, said Harris County Sheriff Ed 
Gonzalez. 

The two men were declared 
dead at the scene, and the third man 
fled in what authorities described as a 
dark-colored, four-door sedan. No one 
else was injured, police said. 

Texas ranked No. 1 in gun 
ownership last year, according to data 
from the Rand Corporation. The state 


issued more than 1 million gun licenses 
in 2021, and 45.7% of adults say they 
live in homes with guns. 

Earlier this year, a Houston 
homeowner shot and killed an alleged 
home invader and a man shot and killed 
aman who allegedly forced his way into 
his mother's Houston home. = -- CBS 
News September 10, 2022 


Visa, Mastercard, Amex to 
start categorizing gun shop 
sales 

Payment processor Visa Inc. 

said Saturday that it plans to start 
separately categorizing sales at gun 
shops, a major win for gun control 
advocates who say it will help better 
track suspicious surges of gun sales 
that could be a prelude to a mass 
shooting. 
It joins Mastercard and American 
Express, which also said they plan to 
move forward with categorizing gun 
shop sales. 

Visa said it would adopt the 
International Organization for 
Standardization’s new merchant code 
for gun sales, which was announced on 
Friday. Until Friday, gun store sales 
were considered “general 
merchandise.” 

“Following ISO’s decision to 
establish a new merchant category 
code, Visa will proceed with next steps, 
while ensuring we protect all legal 
commerce on the Visa network in 
accordance with our long-standing 
rules,” the payment processor said in a 
statement. 

Visa’s adoption is significant 
as the largest payment network, and 
with Mastercard and AmEx, will likely 
put pressure on the banks as the card 
issuers to adopt the standard as well. 
Visa acts as a middleman between 
merchants and banks, and it will be up 
to banks to decide whether they will 
allow sales at gun stores to happen on 
their issued cards. -- AP 
September 10, 2022 


Trial set to begin for Alex 
Jones in Sandy Hook hoax 


case 

A month after losing a $49.3 
million lawsuit in Texas to the parents of 
one of 26 students and teachers killed 
in the 2012 shooting in Newtown, 
Connecticut, conspiracy theorist Alex 
Jones is set to go on trial a second time 
for calling the Sandy Hook Elementary 
School shooting a hoax and causing 
several of the  victims' families 
emotional and psychological harm. 


A six-member = jury — in 
Waterbury, CT will begin hearing 
evidence Tuesday on how much Jones 
should pay the families, since he 
already has been found liable. 

The Connecticut case has the 
potential for a larger award because it 
involves three lawsuits — which have 
been consolidated — that were filed by 
15 plaintiffs. 

Jones also faces a third trial 
over the hoax conspiracy in another 
pending lawsuit by Sandy Hook parents 
in Texas. 

Infowars' parent company, 
Free Speech Systems, which has filed 
for bankruptcy protection, is also a 
defendant. 

The families and a former FBI 
agent say they have harassed in person 
by Jones' followers because of the hoax 
conspiracy. They also say they have 
endured death threats and been 
subjected to abusive comments on 
social media. 

The Connecticut lawsuit 
alleges defamation, intentional infliction 
of emotional distress and violations of 
the state Unfair Trade Practices Act. 
The families claim when Jones talked 
about Sandy Hook, he boosted his 
audience and raked in more profits from 
selling supplements and other items. 

There are no damage limits 
under the Unfair Trade Practices Act. 

In all the cases, Jones and his 
lawyers repeatedly failed to turn over 
records as required to the families’ 
attorneys. In response, judges handed 
down one of the harshest sanctions in 
the civil legal world — they found Jones 
liable for damages by default without 
trials. 

In areversal from what he said 
on his show for years following the 
shooting, Jones now says he believes 
the massacre was real. But he 
continues to say his comments about 
the shooting being a hoax involving 
crisis actors to encourage gun control 
efforts were protected by free speech 
rights. 

He also has said the judges' 
default rulings against him — finding 
him liable without trials — were unfair 
and suggested they were part of a 
conspiracy to put him out of business 
and silence him. 

“If questioning public events 
and free speech is banned because it 
might hurt somebody’s feelings, we are 
not in America anymore," he said at the 
deposition. "They can change the 
channel. They can come out and say 
I’m wrong. They have free speech.” 

At the Texas trial, however, 
Jones testified that he now realizes 


what he said was irresponsible, did hurt 
people's feelings and he apologized. 

Judge Barbara Bellis, who 
found Jones liable for damages, is the 
same judge who oversaw Sandy Hook 
families’ lawsuit against gun maker 
Remington, which made the 
Bushmaster rifle used in the school 
shooting. In February, Remington 
agreed to settle the lawsuit for $73 
million. 

Evidence about Jones' 
finances is also expected to be 
presented to the jury. 

Jones testified at the Texas 
trial that any award over $2 million 
would “sink us,” and he urged his web 
show viewers to buy his merchandise to 
help keep him on air and fight the 
lawsuits. But an economist testified that 
Jones and his company were worth up 
to $270 million. Jones faces another 
lawsuit in Texas over accusations that 
he hid millions of dollars in assets after 
families of Sandy Hook victims began 
taking him to court. — AP Sept. 12, 2022 


Today is the fifth day of the 
trial in Waterbury, Connecticut, to 
determine how much Alex Jones will 
have to pay in damages to the families 
of eight victims (and one FBI agent) of 
the Sandy Hook Elementary School 
shooting in 2012. 

The trial, which is being 
livestreamed in its entirety on YouTube 
by the Law & Crime channel, has had 
thousands of viewers each day since it 
began last week, although Jones 
himself has yet to testify. 

As always on Law & Crime’s 
streams, there are hundreds of active 
and colorful commenters, but trial 
viewers and Twitter users had noted 
from day one that the chat was littered 
with the same conspiracy theories that 
Jones now faces paying damages for. 

The chat was so overrun with 
people making threats toward the 
victims’ families and suggesting that the 
shooting had never occurred that the 
Law & Crime channel disabled the chat 
function on Tuesday and removed 
archived chats from the previous days’ 
trial livestreams as well. 

Suggesting that the footage 
on the scene in Newtown in the 
aftermath of the shooting looked like a 
“bad elementary school play,” Jones 
had inspired his many listeners and 
viewers to adopt his bogus views and 
deny that the mass shooting ever 
happened. 

And clearly, his fans are still 
among us 
— BuzzFeed.News September 20, 
2022 


FBI labelled veteran-led 
disaster organization a 
‘terror’ group over 
government criticism, 


whistleblower says 

The FBI was accused of 
falsely designating a _ veteran-led 
emergency prevention organization 
and its founder as facilitators of 
domestic terror, according to a 
whistleblower complaint made _ public 
via a letter from the top Republican on 
the House Judiciary Committee. 

In the letter, ranking member 
Jim Jordan, R-Ohio, said the FBI 
associated American Contingency with 
domestic terrorism despite its own 
investigation proving otherwise. 

"American Contingency is a 
company founded by former U.S. 
servicemember Mike Glover, who has 
publicly rejected the FBI’s accusations 
that he is a terrorist and has described 
American Contingency’s — charitable 
work on behalf of communities 
devastated by natural disasters," 
Jordan said in the letter addressed to 
FBI Director Christopher Wray. 

According to the letter, the FBI 
maintained a terror designation on 
American Contingency despite 
thoroughly investigating the 
organization and its founder. 

"We have no comment on any 
specific groups or individuals. However, 
the FBI does not and cannot designate 
domestic terrorist organizations. The 
FBI can never open an investigation 
based solely on_ protected First 
Amendment activity," the bureau 
responded. 

While arguing that the 
designation was _ initially unjustified, 
Jordan highlighted that the FBI kept its 
terror designation “even after the FBI 
determined in 2020 that American 
Contingency was not a threat." 

Jordan then inquired further 
into the FBI’s "Domestic Terrorism 
Symbols Guide" on "Militia Violent 
Extremists" (MVEs) — which was 
publicly shared via Project Veritas — 
including questions about how and why 
the FBI pursues’ people’ or 
organizations such as Glover and 
American Contingency. 

The FBI document flags 
symbols like "2A," an abbreviation for 
the Right to Bear Arms under the 
Second Amendment, and “commonly 
referenced historical imagery or 
quotes," like the "Betsy Ross Flag" and 
the yellow "Gadsden Flag" that states 
"Don’t Tread On Me" as symbols of 
"terrorists," Jordan said. 

Concluding the letter, the top 
Republican requested from Wray "all 


documents and communications 
referring or relating to the FBI’s 
Domestic Terrorism Symbols Guide on 
Militia Violent Extremism, for the period 
of January 1, 2020, to the present." 

He also asked for "a full and 
complete explanation as to why the 
FBI's Domestic Terrorism Strategic 
Unit did not include symbols, images, 
phrases, events, and individuals about 
left-wing violent extremism of the FBI’s 
Domestic Terrorism Symbols Guide." 
Jordan urged Wray to "provide this 
information as soon as possible, but 
no later than 5:00 p.m. on September 
28, 2022." — Fox News September 15, 
2022 


Proud Boys memo reveals 
meticulous planning for 
‘street-level violence’ 

The document is so formal it 
resembles the minutes of a society of 
tax accountants. 

On the cover, two words and 
the date give a clue to the notoriety of 
the group that produced it: “MAGA” and 
“WARNING” and 5 January 2021, the 
day before the US Capitol attack. 

The 23-page document is the 
work of one of the far-right street 
fighters told by Donald Trump to “stand 
back and stand by”: the Proud Boys. 

It was obtained from a Proud 
Boys member by the extremism 
reporter Andy Campbell as _ he 
researched his book, We Are Proud 
Boys: How a Right-Wing Street Gang 
Ushered in a New Era of American 
Extremism. 

It exposes the militaristic 
structure and language of the Proud 
Boys, and their aspiration to become 
the frontline vigilante force in a Trump- 
led America, even though many of its 
top leaders, including its national 
chairman, Enrique Tarrio, are behind 
bars awaiting trial on charges of 
seditious conspiracy. 

The document summoned 
Proud Boys members to a never-held 
pro-Trump march scheduled for NYC 
on 10 January 2021, four days after 
Congress was to certify Joe Biden’s 
victory in the 2020 presidential election. 

The author is Randy Ireland, 
president of the Hell’s Gate Bridge 
Chapter, who circulated it through 
Telegram, the encrypted chat app 
widely used by the Proud Boys as an 
organizing tool, to at least nine other 
chapters. 

Campbell told the Guardian 
the decentralized structure of the group, 
which claims 157 active chapters in all 
but three states, is one of the Proud 
Boys’ greatest strengths. 


“Chapter leaders like Randy 
can create their own events, run 
independently of each other,” Campbell 
said. “Tarrio and other leaders are in 
prison, but these guys are going to 
continue what they are doing.” 

The language in the planning 
paper is overtly militaristic. Ireland 
designates himself “General of Security 
Detail’, while his underlings are “VPs” 
of “Recruiting”, “Scout Security” and 
“Team Leads’. 

The plan was for 60 or so 
Proud Boys at the 10 January event in 
Manhattan to be corralled into seven 
“tactical teams” of five to eight men 
each (they are all men, as one of the 
overriding values of the group is 
misogyny). Members are told to bring 
protective gear, including “knife/stab 
protection, helmets, gloves, boots etc” 
and to make use of radio channels, 
walkie-talkies or Telegram to 
communicate with each other. 

They are to stick together in 
groups and under no circumstances 
allow “Normies” ordinary Trump 
supporters who are not Proud Boys — or 
“Females’ into their ranks. 

“Their presence will 
jeopardise the health and safety of all 
those involved with Security, and simply 
cannot be allowed to happen!” Ireland 
writes. 

Maps at the back of the 
document show positions “scouts” and 
“tactical teams” should adopt at key 
points along the route of the march, 
which was planned to start at Columbus 
Circle and pass Trump Tower. 

“That spot is understood in a 
very public way to hold special meaning 
for us,” the paper says, referring to 
Trump’s home on Fifth Avenue. “WE 
WILL NOT DISAPPOINT!” 

Campbell traces the group 
from its birth in 2015-16 to its central 
role on January 6 when a member, 
Dominic Pezzola, became the first 
person to breach the US Capitol. At 
least 30 Proud Boys have been 
charged in relation to the insurrection. 

The group was invented by the 
British-born founder of Vice magazine, 
Gavin McInnes, who branded himself a 
“western chauvinist” and peddled in 
bigotry. Mclnnes floated the Proud 
Boys name on his online chatshow in 
May 2016, introducing them as a “gang” 
and inventing a uniform, a black Fred 
Perry polo shirt with yellow trim. 

Mclinnes was careful to brand 
his creation as a Satirical male-only 
patriotic drinking club that later attached 
itself to all things Trump. But Campbell 
argues that from the outset political 
violence was baked in. 


A Proud Boy was an organizer 
of the 2017 Unite the Right rally in 
Charlottesville, VA, during which an 
anti-fascist protester was murdered. 
The group has held violent gatherings 
in Portland, Oregon. Outside a 
Republican event in New York in 2018, 
several members were arrested and 
charged with felonious assault. 

Proud Boys membership is 
structured into four “degrees”, the fourth 
granted once you “get arrested or get in 
a serious violent fight for the cause”, as 
McInnes himself explained to 
Campbell. Mcinnes insisted the Proud 
Boys were never proactively 
aggressive, only reacting to leftwing 
attacks. 

Ireland is careful to portray the 
Proud Boys as a defensive group. He 
writes: “If any violence does spout off, 
all Proud Boys are expected to respond 
immediately — only so far as to eliminate 
and end that threat to them or others. 
VERY IMPORTANT: Once the threat 
has been neutralized, WE STOP!” 

Yet the chapter goes out 
seeking violence. Ireland assigns the 
group, uninvited, the role of a vigilante 
police force. 

“We are there as the first line 
of defense for all event attendees,” he 
writes, then contradicts himself by 
saying the only role of the Proud Boys 
is to play a “back-up role” to law 
enforcement and to “force them to do 
their jobs”. 

It carries the implication that if 
the police will not assail anti-fascist 
protesters, Proud Boys will. 

“I’ve reported at Proud Boys 
events where they stood back as police 
lobbed teargas and other munitions into 
the crowd of  counter-protesters,” 
Campbell said. “Then the Proud Boys 
didn’t have to do what Randy Ireland is 
hinting at here — step in and do the 
fighting themselves.” 

For Campbell, the most 
disturbing aspect of the document is 
that, with its  double-talk and 
contradictory meanings, it falls into 
arguably the main ambition of the Proud 
Boys: the normalization of political 
violence. Despite having many leaders 
behind bars, the group is prospering. 

Proud Boys have posed as 
“security details” at anti-abortion rallies, 
anti-vaccination demonstrations, pro- 
gun protests and Trump rallies. 

“The street-level violence the 
Proud Boys helped to create is now 
being carried out by regular people,” 
Campbell said. “You saw it on January 
6, you see it at Planned Parenthood 
and LGBTQ+ events where people are 
harassed and attacked by everyday 
Americans.” 


— The Guardian September 19, 2022 


Oath Keepers militia trial 
tests prosecutors in U.S. 


Capitol riot cases 

The trial of Stewart Rhodes, 
the founder of the Oath Keepers militia, 
is set to begin next week in what could 
be the biggest test for the U.S. Justice 
Department in its quest to hold former 
President Donald Trump's supporters 
accountable for their Jan. 6, 2021, 
attack on the U.S. Capitol. 

Rhodes and four others are 
the first defendants in more than 10 
years to face federal charges of 
seditious conspiracy under a Civil War- 
era statute that carries a maximum 
sentence of 20 years in prison. The 
Oath Keepers is an anti-government 
militia whose membership includes 
current and former U.S. military and law 
enforcement personnel. Rhodes, a 
former Army paratrooper and Yale 
University-educated lawyer, founded 
the group in 2009. 

Seditious conspiracy is 
defined as two or more people plotting 
"to overthrow, put down or to destroy by 
force the government of the United 
States." 

Prosecutors have said the five 
defendants trained and planned for Jan. 
6 and stockpiled weapons at a hotel 
outside the capital. As lawmakers met 
on Jan. 6 to certify Biden's election 
victory, some Oath Keepers stormed 
into the Capitol building, clad in 
paramilitary gear. They are not accused 
of carrying firearms onto Capitol 
grounds. 

The Justice Department's last 
attempt to prosecute a_ seditious 
conspiracy case was in 2010, when it 
failed to convict a Michigan militia called 
the Hutaree, ruling that the defendants' 
anti-government rhetoric was 
insufficient to prove they planned to act 
on their views. 

To prove the charge, Brandon 
Fox, a former federal prosecutor, said 
prosecutors must show that the 
defendants not only spoke about using 
force against the government but that 
they also took steps to execute their 
plans. 

The last time the government 
won convictions in a_ seditious 
conspiracy case was in 1995, when a 
jury convicted Muslim cleric Omar 
Abdel-Rahman - known as the "Blind 
Sheikh" - and his co-conspirators in 
connection with the 1993 World Trade 
Center bombing. 

What helped the government 
win that case, according to former lead 
prosecutor Andrew McCarthy, were the 


defendants’ statements on waging war 
against America. 

"There was no way that they 
could argue that somebody in the U.S. 
government put them up to _ it," 
McCarthy said, unlike in the Oath 
Keepers case in which militia members 
have said Trump summoned them to 
prevent the election from being "stolen." 

A ruling by U.S. District Judge 
Amit Mehta will restrict the Oath 
Keepers from trying to lay any blame for 
their actions on Trump. Mehta barred 
them from using a "public authority" 
defense, meaning they cannot claim 
they relied on Trump's orders to break 
the law because he had no authority to 
call them to action on Jan. 6. 

The judge is still deciding 
whether some of the defendants will 
be permitted to argue that there was 
no conspiracy because they were 
waiting for Trump to give them lawful 
authority to use force under the 
Insurrection Act, a law that empowers 
the president to deploy the military to 
suppress civil disorder .— Reuters 
Sept. 20, 2022 


Antifa on trial: how one 
criminal case could redefine 
the murky left-wing 
movement 

On Jan. 9, 2021, three days 
after the insurrection at the U.S. 
Capitol, a mob of white supremacists, 
Proud Boys and other supporters of 
President Donald Trump descended on 
the Pacific Beach section of San Diego 
chanting “F--- Antifa!” 

Waiting to meet the mob was 
a horde of black-clad self-proclaimed 
anti-fascists or Antifa, who had 
organized to “protect” Pacific Beach 
from these outside provocateurs. As the 
two groups clashed, brawls broke out. 
Supporters on both sides plus 
bystanders of all stripes had _ their 
phones up, ready to record the action 
on video. 

Almost a year later, a criminal 
case emerged, one that could be a 
landmark prosecution that changes 
how American law enforcement tackles 
Antifa. 


San Diego County DA 
Summer Stephan announced a raft of 
felony charges for the activities on Jan. 
9, and all 11 persons charged was from 
the Antifa side. No Trump supporter 
had been charged, or even arrested. 

Stephan’s office claims the 


Antifa was “overwhelmingly” 
responsible for the violence. But 
experts familiar with the case question 
whether this is a case of selective 
prosecution. 


Only prosecuting one side of a 
melee raises serious questions about 
Stephan’s political motives, said Patrick 
Cotter, a former Chicago federal 
prosecutor with 40 years experience. 

The first-of-its kind Antifa 
prosecution could have implications far 
beyond the parties to the case. 

If the case succeeds, it could 
open the doors to conservative 
prosecutors around the country to 
target a progressive social movement 
that has been __ ill-defined and 
misunderstood for years, experts said. 

“It could be used as 
ammunition by people who are 
opposed to Antifa, or what they think of 
as Antifa,” said Mark Pitcavage, a 
senior research fellow at the Anti- 
Defamation League’s Center on 
Extremism. “And it might also inspire 
other conservative prosecutors, 
thinking ‘We might be able to replicate 
that success.” 

What Pacific Beach witnessed 
that day was a typical incursion into a 
mostly liberal neighborhood by far-right 
agitators who wanted to cause trouble, 
said Brian Levin, director of the Center 
for the Study of Hate and Extremism at 
Cal State, San Bernardino. 

The Antifa defendants were 
charged with 11 crimes ranging from 
illegal use of pepper spray to punching, 
kicking and striking their opponents with 
a baseball bat. 

Levin and others familiar with 
the case said given the wide array of 
violence from both groups, it’s hard to 
understand why only one side of the 
altercation is facing charges. 

Cotter, the former federal 
prosecutor, said there’s a_ simple 
answer: politics. 

The San Diego DA’s Office 
provided a statement including: 

“When evidence and _ facts 
support criminal charges, we will file 
them, as we did in July 2020 with a 
white supremacy group that attacked 
Black Lives Matter peaceful protesters 
and when we charged a_ white 
supremacist with murder for killing an 
innocent Jewish woman at the Chabad 
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of Poway synagogue in April 2019. We 
obtained convictions in both cases.” 

In an unusual legal twist, the 
prosecutors of the San Diego case 
asked the judge overseeing it to granta 
protective order forbidding the defense 
attorneys from copying or sharing any 
documents that identify the alleged 
victims of the attacks by Antifa with 
anyone outside the legal team. 

The move, usually reserved 
for cases involving organized crime like 
the mafia or gang cases, is designed to 
protect witnesses and victims from 
being further targeted by _ their 
aggressors. In this case, the 
prosecutors argued, the victim’s names 
needed to be kept secret because they 
might be targeted by Antifa’s network of 
online sleuths, who might “doxx’” them — 
by publishing personal information on 
the internet, for the purpose of 
intimidating or encouraging others to 
target them. 

Almost all of the victims 
referred to in court documents only by 
their initials have long been well-known 
to local anti-fascists. Indeed, that’s why 
they were targeted with violence in the 
first place, three local anti-fascist 
sources told USA TODAY. 

Antifa has been hard for 
academics and experts to pin down. 

Unlike the Ku Klux Klan, which 
has a defined leadership structure, or 
the Proud Boys, which has a clear 
membership process, Antifa typically 
eschews any sort of organizational 
architecture. There’s  no_ central 
leadership, no set membership 
process, and no real prerequisites for 
being an anti-fascist other than simply 
acting like one. 

Plus, anti-fascist activists 
constantly engage in a semantic dance, 
employing the rejoinder “If you’re not 
anti-fascist, then you're a fascist.” 

The San Diego prosecution 
aims to prove that the black-clad people 
who committed violence on Jan. 9, 
2021, in Pacific Beach weren’t just fired 
up by a common philosophy or hatred 
of Trump, or animosity towards 
authority. By charging the defendants 
with conspiracy, the prosecutors want 


to make the case that they acted more 
like a gang, with a unified goal, common 
symbols and shared tactics. 

Cotter, the former federal 
prosecutor, compared the Antifa case 
to the widespread prosecution of 
American labor organizers in the early 
20th Century. Until unionization was 
protected by Congress, the movement 
was a soft target for conservative 
lawmakers obsessed with targeting 
progressive causes, Cotter said. 

One of the San Diego 11 
remains in custody. All 11 defendants 
face a trial that will likely start in the 
spring. -USA Today Sept. 21, 2022 


lowa man called ‘1-man 
wrecking ball’ gets one of 
harshest sentences in Capitol 
riot 

Kyle Young's actions at the 
U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, "were 
some of the darkest acts committed on 
one of our nation’s darkest days," 
Judge Amy Berman Jackson told him 
Tuesday. 

She handed an 86 month 
Federal prison sentence to the 38-year- 
old heating and air conditioning 
technician from Redfield, lowa. 

Young was charged in the 
assault of D.C. Metropolitan Police 
Officer Michael Fanone, who was 
beaten and shocked with a stun gun 
while defending one of the entrances to 
the Capitol during the riot. 

Fanone had a heart attack 
after his assault and has since retired 
from the department. He took the stand 
to describe the consequences of his 
injuries. 
2 Fanone told Young that "I 
hope you suffer" in prison. 

Young asked the former 
officer for forgiveness. Young said he 
deeply regrets that his four children 
have to go to school surrounded by 
people who know what their father did, 
and that he hasn't been there for them 
in the nearly 18 months he has been 
jailed pending trial. 

-- Des Moines Register September 28, 
2022 
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